From the Pastor’s Desk

A Joyous Christmas To Parishioners And Visitors Alike
I would like to offer each of you a gift for Christmas and the New Year. One is a thought from a very old friend
who lived 1342—1416, Julian was her name. Julian of Norwich wrote this about the gift of attentiveness.
And in this, God showed me something small, no bigger than a hazelnut, lying in the palm of my hand, as it
seemed to me, and it was round as a ball. I looked at it with eyes of my understanding and thought: What can
this be? I was amazed that it could last, for I thought because of it’s littleness it would have suddenly fallen into nothing. And I was answered in my understanding: It lasts, and always will, because God loves it, and thus
everything has being through the love of God. - Julian of Norwich
My second Christmas gift to you comes from the Kenney Home here in West Seattle. I was visiting Catholic
residents and anointing them in partnership with Dick and Nancy Holmes, parish ministers. We entered the
room of a radiant 92 year old resident whose eyes were bright with a warm, captivating smile. She began talking about her full life and how grateful she was. I asked, “How would you describe your life”? She responded
with such an Advent/Christmas answer. “My life is like a rain barrel filled to overflowing, so many blessings
and experiences, not all of them easy. My barrel is full. It has been overflowing to nourish others for years,
seeping over the top of the barrel. As I get older, my barrel staves begin to warp and leak. When I die, my barrel of life giving water will burst out to keep watering the world.”
Maybe this is the gift of a life giving attitude to live by. May your own rain barrels overflow for the good of
many.
Merry Christmas,
Fr. Jack

NEW - Give By Text!
Simply send a text message to 206-745-4559 with the amount you would like to contribute (example: $20)
Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register.
Click on the link and enter your cardholder name and debit or card information. Once your registration is
complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your donation via email.
For future giving, send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically!
You can even text “repeat” to make it a recurring donation. Give by Text is one of the fastest, easiest ways
to give.
We hope you enjoy this new way to share your generosity, and we thank you for supporting our lady of
Guadalupe!

